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March 16, 2004

LOW TEMPERATURE OPERATIONS
On systems that are located outdoors or are in unheated buildings where the ambient temperatures could drop below +40oF, attention should be given to the insulating and/or heat tracing of compressor lube oil systems.

It is recommended that oil separators be provided with insulation as a minimum requirement to preserve the heat generated by the oil heaters.  It is important that the coalescer end of the separator be insulated to prevent refrigerant condensation.

When low ambient temperatures (below +20oF) are to be encountered, attention should be given to heat tracing and insulation of lube oil lines, oil filters, oil pumps, oil coolers.

Freeze-up protection must also be provided for all water-cooled equipment.
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